fleet launches the key battle which doomed Cornwallis, Neither side lost a vessel in this strange sea fight that ended in virtual stalemate.

A fleet to the rescue, a cork in the bottle

THE painting above, as dramatic as it is imaginative,
for the two (leets were actually on almost parallel
courses, depicts the fateful moment which finally gave
Washington control of the sea. Fought far from land in
September 1781, this engagement sealed the fate of the
British as a cork seals the contents in a bottle. The bottle
was made up of French troops under Lafayette and Ro-
charnbeau, and the Americans under Washington. The
American commander, learning that Admiral de Grasse
had sailed from the West Indies to come to his aid, swift-
ly diverted his forces from New York and led them in a
magnificent forced march to Yorktown. There Cornwal-
lis, relying on British sea power, had based his army. In a
five-day, standoff battle marked by the disastrous adher-
ence of Admiral Thomas Graves to the Royal Navy's out-
moded Fighting Instructions, De Grasse outmaneuvered
the British. Badly mauled, Graves had to concede "the
impracticability of giving any effectual succour to Gen-
eral Earl Cornwallis" and withdraw to New York. His
escape route plugged off, Cornwallis had to surrender.

DE GRASSE/'. . . six feet tall
most days, six feet six on days
of battle," is famed for the
victory called the "one deci-
sive engagement of the war."

GRAVES is recalled as the
English admiral who rigidly
followed the traditional rules
when initiative and innova-
tion might have won the day.
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